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Mr, Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, 


During the year 1966 the estimated population of the Health Area 
rose by 420 to a total of 51,500. Very small decreases in Liskeard R.D,. 
and Torpoint U.D. were offset by moderate increases in St, Germans R,D, 
Saltash M.B and Liskeard M.B and by a very small increase in Looe U.D. 


There was an appreciable excess of live births over deaths, and the 
corrected birth rate for the Area was above the National figure, In one 
district in particular - Saltash M.B. = there was something of a"population 
explosion" with 180 live births, and a corrected birth ratc of 23.9 per 
1,000 of population, The corrected rate in Tornoint U.D. at2.3 was also 
apprechably above the Area rate of 18.7 per 1,909 of population, Both the 
stillbirth rate and the infant mortality rate for the Health Area were 
below the corresponding figures for Engisand ond Wales, No maternal deaths 
occurred during 1966, 


The Area death rate was marginally Jower than the national death 
rate, The principal causes of death shcewed up in much the same order of 
prevalence as in previous years, Heart cisease which caused 38% of all deaths 
was clearly ahead of cancer (17%) and stroke (15%). Close on half o% the 
deaths attributed to heart disease were due to dissase of the coronary 
arteries of the heart, Of the defined forms of cancer that affecting the 
vihpipe and lungs was most common and caused 24 deaths as against 11 due to 
cancer of the stomach, Of the 691 persons who died during the year 345 had 
reached or exceeded the age of 75 years at the time of death, 


The incidence of notifiable disease was nob heavy during 1966, 
the total of 387 cases notified represented an attack rate of 7.51 oases 


per 1,000 of population, Measles with 293 notifications was the most 
prevalent of this group of diseases, end the districts most affected were 
St. Germans and Liskeard Rural Districts, None cf the more serious forms 


of notifiable disease eccurred, ond there were no deaths attributed to this 
cause, 


Fer many years there has been a dowiward trend in the incidence of 
newly notified cases of tuberculosis but this decline has not been a steady 
falling gradient, but rme in which a fairly marked reduction in any 
particular year is commonly followed by an upswing in the curve of incidence 
in the following year, This pattern was again evident in 1966 when the 
incideme rnse as compared with 1965. In ali L6 new cases were notified as 


against 9 in the preceeding year. The tenc y for the majority of cases 
to come from the older age groups was again ..: evidence and no less than 
12 of the cases were aged 45 years or above =t the time the infection was 
discovered and notified, In spite of bettex omd more widely available 


methods of diagnosis, such as public macs radiography sessions provide, amd 
improved, and very effective methods of treatment tuberculosis is till a 
diseas? to be viewed with concern, Sowe strains of the tubercle bacillus 
acquire resistance to anti~tuberculous digs and such infections prove 
difficult, and tedious to treat, Very sccasionally more serious and almost 


forgotten forms of the disease show up and such was the case towards the. 
end of 1966 when a 1, year old scheolgirl developed tuberculous meningitis 


Not so very many years ago suc’ ~ case would almost certainly have had a 
fatal outcome and even with moun treatment some residual disability may 
persist. In the case I have cited the child involve’ still has not been 
able to resume school some six months after the onset of the infecticn, 


In recent years a relatively mild form of gastro~enteritis has become 
prevalent, This «ff ~. in the main children in primary school uge-groups 
i.e. from 6 ~- 10 years old, and is less prevalent amongst older children, 
and adults, It appears to be active at all seasons of the year in 
contra-distinction to food poisoning, and more convential foms of gastre- 
enteritis which are usually more prevalent during the warmer months. In 
younger children it is commonly a very mild, inieed a trivial illness, but 
tends to be more severe in adults when these are involved, Specimens from 
patients give negative bacteriolcghcal resu3+s, and the probability is that 
some form of virus, as yet uot positively -‘ientificd is responsible for the 
illness, The mode of spread of this diseases is not precisely known, 
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The infection is almost certainly carried in the vomit and the stools, 

but it is also probably transmitted by droplets from the mose and mouth 

of cases, In this respect it resembles the common cold and because this 
method of spread is involved it is difficult if not impossible to 
effectively control the spread of the infection, It is also likely that 
in the case nf children sub=clinical infections which because of this mild 
and transient nature are not recognised can nevertheless function as links 
in the chain of infection. 


In my Annual Report for 1965 I referred to the hazard presented 
to consumers of untreated milk by the existance of contagious abortion 
infection or brucellosis amongst cows in milking herds, Since then this 
subject has received a good deal of publicity ond I personally have seen 
articles in newspapers, in a journal which circulates widely in the farming 
industry and have seen and heard very interesting and informative programmes 
en television and radio drawing attention to the adverse effects of this 
disease on agrcultural economies, and on the health of farmers, cowmen, 
veterinary surgeons, and to some lesser extent on consumers of untreated 
milk, As far as the last hazard is concerned the heat treatment of all 
raw milk in pasteurisation plants provides a solution which is readily 
. available, The threat to those who work closely with cattle is not so 
easily dealt with, and its resolution together with that to the economy of 
the agricultural industry calls for the eradication of the disease in 
gattle under the same type of policy which was successfully carried out 
Soue years ago for the eradication of tuberculosis, As I write the first 
small, and very inadequate steps are being taken in Cornwall to deal with 
the problem. As is generally the case in this type of situation financial 
considerations whether in relation to compensation to be paid for infected 
animals or for augnenting the staff and technical facilities necessary to 
carry threugh any schcue of eradication, are the factors which decide the 
rate at which remedial weasures can proceed, At the present time we ust 
reluctently recognise the fact that any rapid and comprehensive scheme for 
the eradication of brucellosis in cattle does not rate a high degree of 
priority or urgency in the national plan. 


The identification of sources of brucella infection in nilking 
herds is a tedious and time-consuming procedure, At present there is only 
ene sampling officer on the staff of the County Council, and he has so far 
had to confine his efforts to investigations of herds in West and Mid 
Cornwall, Because of this very little investigation of milking herds of 
producer=retailers in this Health Area has been carried out. It is a fact 
that in Cornwall some 20= 25% of milking herds which have been sampled 
show some evidence of Brucella abortus infection in the milk, On this 
hasis some 16 to 19 of the 78 producereretailer milking herds in this 
Health Area may be expected to show evidence of infection in their milk, 
If we are to proceed from the position of intelligent guesswork to the 
actual ascertainment of sources and extent of infection the recruitment of 
further sampling officers is necessary. Here however difficulties, 
principally financial, do not give hope of any early or rapid improvement 
in the present unsatisfactory state of affairs and in face of this and the 
very lukewarm schemes for eradicating the disease from cattle I can only 


repeat the advice generally given against the consumption of untreated 
milk, 


The welfare and living standards of two sections of our 
affluent society continue to cause concern, These are the so called 
"preblem families" and the elderly, and in particular old people living 
alene, in the former case the parents are ccmmonly below average in 
intelligence, the wage ecrna is usually without skills, and is therefore 
unable to secure and hold well-paid employment, and both parents are 
ill-equipped to resist the bhndishments of doorstep salesmen, the 
attractively set out and brightly coloured catalogues of mail order supplies 
and the social pressures of "keeping up with the Jones" which appear to 
apply ot all levels of society. The extension incar ownership puts 
further strains on the reources of such families, Apart from the standing 
charges for taxing and insuring the vehicles, outyoings on repairs and 
maintenance are frequently well above average because the cars owned are 
ole and in poor mechanical condition, Posssession of a car also tempts 
the cwner to take employment some distance away from home with the 
inevitable extra expense such travelling involves. A recent instance comes 
to mind in which out of a weekly income of around £12 no less than 
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£3. 10, Od. was spent on travelling to and from the place of work, More 
often than not than not the call to assist these families originates 

in concern about a reletively small debt, frequently in respect of the 
rent of the Council house they cccupy, but when the full financial 
liabilities are exposed the total debt load may exceed £150 ~ £200, It 
is noteworthy how much of the worry and anxiety of such a situation is 
borne by the wife, Many of the husbands seem to think that provided they 
hand over 4 certain anount of their wages each week, there is no need for 
further concern on their part as to how the household budgeting is done, 


Elderly people, and especially those living alone, continue to present 
anxieties and problems to their relatives, their neighbours, and to 
cocidl workers, The pattern, stemming very largely from degenerative 
changes and ageing of the vessels supplying blood to the brain, is all 
too familiar to those who come in contact with older people. Coupled 
with a foiling memory is a deterioration in standards of cleanliness both 
personal, and in relation to the surroundings, In addition many through 
lack of an adequate income or through a cranky and unreasonable pre-= 
occupation with frugality live on an unsatisfke+. .- diet which sooner cv 
later give rise to malnutrition and avitaminosis, in one respect at 
least the situation is it,ryved. Old people are now much nore receptive 
to the idea of entering welfare accommodation in an Old Peoples Home where 
they may be adequately cared for, Indeed there is now a problem here 
of providing sufficient places for the number of applicants seeking 
places and a period of waiting is the rule for the great majority of 
applicants. New homes will be provided in Callington and Liskeard in the 
course of the next couple of years and whilst this new provision may reduce 
waiting lists it will not clininate then, 


The provision of hospital beds for old people in need of care, 
attention, and nursing beyond the scope of welfare accomnodagicn is still 
for from adequate, and one s4“1l hears all too often of old people 
rendered bedfast by sccident or infirmity having to wait for a hospital 
bed when their domestic circumstances particularly during the hours of 
darkness give cause for much anxiety, If in making these cbservations I 
appear to be um: ly critical of the hospital authorities let me say at 
once that I am well aware of their difficulties in providing acconnodation 
and staff for this type of patient, and that I do not overlook the special 
efforts they make to give priority to cases where they are made aware of 
the unsatisfactory sometimes desperate domestic background, 


in the field of water supply the situation is generally 
satisfactory although there are sone localities in which consumers 
still experience difficulties, These relate in the nain tc shortage 
of water during times of heavy demand, and to the appearance of sediment 
and discolouration in the supply, both of which arise from older and now 
inadequate distribution mains, The East Cornwall Water Board is aware of 
these inadequacies and has a programme to deal with them, but for 
financial and other reasons this will take tine, 


The position in respect of sewerage and sewage disposal shows 2 
gradual improvenent with large schemes in Liskeard Borough, and in 
Calstock Parish well in hand, There is also good prospect that a 
comprehensive schene for Looe will not be long delayed, This last will 
renove a najor source of nuisance concerning which I have in previous 
reports written in 6 very critical vein, In the Liskeard Rural District 
the prsition has now been reached where schemes to cater for relatively 
snall hamlets are being considered, A possible obstacle to the 
implenentation of such small schemes is the high cost in relation to the. 
linited number of dwellings served - in some cases as much as £400 to 


£500 per dwelling, 


In an area which is mainly rural in character it may see. sdd to 
write of any difficulty in finding and securing suitable sites for 
dispesing of household refuse, Nevertheless this is certainly the case 
nore particularly in the western half of the Health Area, The increase 
in the volune of household and trade refuse to be disposed, coupled with 
more critical attitudes of disposal methods have added considerably to 
the difficulty of securing suitable sites, I have already said, and I 
offer no excuse for repeating here ny view that ratepayers will have to 
accept higher charges if really satisfactory arrangements for the 
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collection end disposal of refuse are to be made. Improved types cf 

refuse collecting vehicles, and more efficient methcds of tip management 

are likely to increase noticeably the cost of this service. Im addition 
the not unreasonable demand for the inclusion in this service of ways and 
means of disposing of heavier items, such as motor car bodies, old furniture. 
mattresses = what is commonly called "junk" = will further incresse rate- 
borne expenditure under this head, This latter type of refuse posses 

Little problem to public health but is presenting an increasing threat to 
the amenities of the countryside and open spaces near any centre of 
population, 


In concluding the general preface I should like to place on record 
yet again my sense of gratitude and indebtedness to the Members, Officers, 
and staffs of the six District Councils for the help and co-operation that 
I have received from them curing 1966, 


I have the honour to be 


Your obediént Servant , 
Ped. FOX 


Medical Officer of Health, 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2018 with funding from 
Wellcome Library 


https://archive.org/details/o30126915 


RURAL DISTRICT OF SAINT GERMANS 


Public Health and General Purposes Committee 


Councillor F, A, Miller Chairman 
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The whole Council. 


Housing Committee 


Councillor A, J, T. Lane Chairman 
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The whole Council. 
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Health Area Office, 
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Telephones: Liskeard 33'73 
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Chief Public Health Inspector, 


Williams, M.R.5,H., 
Public Health Inspector, 


Follett, 
Public Health Inspector, 


Council Offices, 
Lower Port View, 
Saltash, 
Telephone: Saltash 2176/77. 
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RURAL DISTRICT OF ST, GERMANS, 


Area of Rural District 48,533 acres 
Population 14,570 
Number of Inhabited Houses Ae leu 
Rateable Value at 1.4.66, 6 PS ary be nk 
Product of Penny Rate 1966/67 1,324 


Vital Statistics for 1966, 


Male Female Total 
Live Births 106 90 196 


St.Germans R,D, Health Area No.7. England & Wales 


Birth rate 


per 1,000 
of 16.8 18.7 7 did 
population, 
Male Female Total 
Still birth 1 2 =} 
St.Germans R,D, Health Area No.7, England & Wales 
a) edd Aa 
rate per 
2 U00 total a histo & Liu.4 15.4 
births 
Male Female Total 
Deaths 119 o4 213 
st.Germans R.D, Health Area No.7. England & Waites 
Death rate 
per 1,000 
of Lin ni res" ba tes, 
population 
Male Female Total 
Death of infants 
under one year 
of age 2 ~ 2 


st. Germans R,.D, Health Area No.7. England & Wales 


Infant 
mortality 
rate per 
1,000 live LO ye + Ba 19.0 
» births 
Principal Causes of Death at All Ages, 
Heart disease 79 
Cancer (all sites) 46 
Respiratory disease 26 
Stroke 16 
Circulatory disease 9 


Accidents 6 
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There was an excess of deaths over births of 17, and the 
Geath rate was above the national rate, This is a reflection 
of the reduced proportion of young adults in the population, 
with some increase in the proportion of pecple in older age 
groups, There was a sharp increase in the number of deaths due 
to cancer and within this group of deaths a noticeable rise in 
the number of deaths due to lung cancer, Of those who died 
during the year 46% had reached or exceeded the age of 75 years 
at the time of death. 


Notifiable Disease 


As in 1965, the incidence of this group of diseases during 
1966 was moderate, In all 178 cases were notified and of these 
136 were due to measles, A small but troublesome outbreak of 
Sonne dysentery involving 3 adults and 13 children occurred in 
April amongst residents of caravans located in the north of the 
Rural District. No source or obvious cause of this outbreak 
could be found and the facilities and amenities provided on this 
site were of a good standard, 


The following are details of cases and case rates:-— 


Reve per 1,000 of population 


Disease Numbers St.Germans R,D. Health Area No.7. 
Measles 136 9.33 5.69 
Pneumonia 15 Ly o3 0,89 
Whooping cough i1 0.65 Om 
Sonne dysentery 16 1 LO 0; 32 


Tuberculosis, 


The incidence of this disease was higher than in 1965. A 
total of 4 new cases came to light as compared with 2 new cases 
in the previous year, Of these 3 were respiratory infections, 
and one was a non-respiratory infection involving the intestines, 
There were no deaths from tuberculosis during 1966. 


The following are details of new cases and case rates:- 


Age Group Male Female 
Or—t bet = - 
5 - 14 - Re 
15 = 24 ~ - 
25 — 44 os a 
h5 —~ 6 1 2 
65 and over - Suet 
1. 3 
Rate per 1,000 of population 
St.Germans R,D. Health Area No.7. 
New cases 0.20 0.32 
All known cases 2.54 307 
Deaths = 0.06 


At the end of 1966 there were 31 known cases of 
respiratory tuberculosis and 6 known cases of non-respiratory 
tuberculosis residing in the Rural District, 


National Assistance Act, 1948. 


No action under section 47 of this Act was called for 
during 1966, 
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Water Supply 


A generally adequate supply of wholesome water was 
available from mains of the East Cornwall Water Board, There 
is however, a pressing need to improve supplies to the 
neighbourhood of Chilsworthy where lack of pressure and 
outright shortage of supplies especially during the summer 
months has provoked complaints from householders, 


Sewerage and Sewage Disposal, 


The most important advance in this sector has been the 
commencement of work in the large scheme to serve St, Anns 
Chapel, Albaston and Caistock. Apart from dealing with minor 
difficulties caused by old and inadequate cesspits, this scheme 
when completed will rid Albaston on the unpleasant nuisance 
caused by effluent from an outdated and overloaded sewage 
collecting tank, 


At St. Dominic and Pillaton recent housing development is 
causing gross overloading of old, and very inadequate sewers and 
disposal units and if further development is not to be halted 
the need for modern schemes is a matter of considerable urgency. 


Food 


Reasonably good standards of food hygiene were maintained 
during the year, and few complaints were received on this score, 


No case of food poisoning was notified during the year, 
and as far as could be ascertained the 16 cases of Sonne 
dysentery already referred to were unconnected with food 
consumed outside the home, 


Factories Act, 1961, 


No difficulties in the operation of this Act were 
experienced, 


Report by Chief Public Health Inspector, 


This report by Mr. W. E. Grylls follows. I wish to 
express to Mr. Grylls, Mr, Williams and Mr, Follett my sincere 
thanks for the help I have had from them during 1966. 
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oT. GERMANS RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL, 
SURVEYOR AND CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR!S REPORT, 
YEAR 1966. 
SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL 


Further progress has been made in this connection during 
the year, the scheme of sewerage for Chilsworthy now having 
been completed and at last it is most pleasing to be able to 
report that the long outstanding scheme for St. Anns Chapel, 
Albaston and Calstock has been approved by the Ministry at 
a cost of some £135,000 and work is already well in hand on 
the sewer laying at St, Anns Chapel. The period of the 
contract is some eighteen months and it will be mid 1968 
before completion, the effect of which will abolish a number 
of inadequate and objectionable cesspools together with 
overloaded septic tanks, and the old outfall tank at Albaston 
which has been a source of trouble for the last thirty years, 
in addition to this it will encourage further development in 
the form of new houses and the improvement of older properties, 
schemes for which are being submitted, 


Gunnislake unfortunately has been further delayed owing 
to the uncertainty in regard to the Hawkmoor Chalet Development 
and the unwillingness of the owner of the proposed works site 
to sell. It is hoped nevertheless that these difficulties 
will soon be overcome but it might well necessitate the making 
of a compulsory purchase order for the necessary land and 
until this difficulty is resolved the scheme cannot of course 
be submitted to the Ministry for approval to proceed to tender, 


At St. Dominic rapid progress has been made with the 
provision of a scheme estimated to cost £70,000 embracing the 
whole of the parish, the sewage from which is to be catered for 
in one works near Bohetherick with a discharge direct to the 
tidal waters of the River Tamar. Details are now with the 
County Council for grant approval and providing they agree it 
should be possible for tenders to be invited in 1958 enabling 
the scheme to be in operation some time in 1970, 


The rate of building which has occurred at St. Dominic 
in this last five years makes the scheme one of extreme 
urgency and as in the case of Pillaton if the works are not 
put in hand soon it will be necessary to recommend the Planning 
Authorities to withhold further planning consents, This is 
rather unfortunate but I think that the Council will have no 
alternative in the interests of public health and safety. 


it was hoped that the scheme for the provision of the new 
outfall works at Pillaton would have been well in hand by this 
time but here again delays have occurred although the scheme 
has been prepared by the Council's Consulting Engineers and is 
ready for transmission to the Ministry. At the present moment 
the District Valuer is dealing with the land purchase and 
negotiating an easement for the outfail pipe from the works to 
the river. 


Further thought is being given to schemes for Wilcove, 
Polbathic, Hessenford, Hatt, St, Germans and Millbrook but with 
the present rate of progress these cannot possibly be dealt 
with for at least three years, 
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With the coming into operation of new and additional 
works increased costs in maintenance are bound to follow 
particularly when the Cornwall River Authority demand that 
effluents comply with the 20 B.0O.D. and 30 suspended solids 
standards. This has led to a mobile team equipped with a 
sewage tanker and a lorry being constantly engaged on the 
work and as their duties extend this labour force of necessity 
will need to be increased and at the same time trained to 
thoroughly understand what they are doing and why otherwise 
the standards called for are not likely to be attained, Some 
of the staff have with the Council!s consent attended special 
courses and others are to follow later, 


Owing to the age of the existing sewage tanker the 
Council authorised quotations to be obtained for a new and 
larger vehicle to replace the existing machine which is now 
twelve years old and costly to maintain, Numerous calls have 
been made on the cesspool emptying service to deal with 
private septic tanks and assistance has also been given in 
the Saltash Borough in the rural parts of their area where no 
sewerage facilities exist. The Council are to be complimented 
on their wisdom in purchasing this piece of apparatus being the 
only authority in East Cornwall to have taken this step thus 
avoiding the necessity of constructing objectional sludge 
drying beds on the smaller sewage disposal works leading to 
sludge disposal problems being very considerably reduced, 


The time is not far distant when sewerage and sewage 
disposal will necessitate specialist attention, including 
laboratory facilities, and it might well be that in the coming 
year serious thought will need to be given to the appointment 
of a Sewage Works Manager specialising in this aspect of the 
Councilts duties to ensure that all the works are efficiently 
managed and maintained to the satisfaction of the Cornwail 
River Authority who are constantly on the alert and have 
intimated through their officers that as time goes on it is 
most likely that the standards which they have laid down will 
be rigidly enforced, 


PUBLIC CONVENIENCES, 


Although once again the centre of attraction to vandals 
generally speaking the conveniences throughout the area have 
been maintained to a high degree of cleanliness although it is 
inevitable where these structures are unattended for the 
greater part of the day complaints have from time to time been 
received through abuse by irresponsible elements, 


Unfortunately it has not been possible to demolish the 
old convenience at Gunnislake during the year but the car park 
scheme is now in hand and there is no doubt that the existing 
building will be removed in 1967 and replaced by a new one in 
1968, 


At the moment the possibility of obtaining a mobile 
convenience for use at The Whitsands next summer is under 
consideration and an order is likely to be placed early in 
the New Year. If the scheme proves’ to be successful other 
such structures are likely to be obtained for siting in the 
more frequented part of the district during the holiday season 
particularly on laybyes along the main roads between the Tamar 
Road Bridge and Torpoint Ferry and Trerulefoot, After a trial 
period the Council might then decide to replace some of these 
structures with permanent buildings but oniy time will tell 
whether this step is justifiable, 
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At Callington a site is being considered for a new 
convenience at the back of the Blue Cap Hotel to replace the 
old structure in Saltash Road which is shortly to be demolished 
for a road widening scheme and providing the Brewery Company 
agree to sell the land plans should be well advanced by this 
time next year, 


At Calstock the - existing convenience has been renovated 
to serve for a further period but no doubt a new building wiil 
be necessary by 1970 although with so many visitors to 
the village in the holiday season it would rather suggest that 
a more desirable site not immediately on the water front 
should be considered, 


REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL, 


The demands for this service are for ever on the increase 
and a careful check on the quantity of refuse now collected has 
revealed an overall increase of fifty per cent when compared 
witha similar survey made in 1964, The decision, therefore to 
equip the service with modern type collecting machines has 
proved beyond doubt to be correct and it is only because of 
this that additional quantities can be collected in precisely 
the same time as the older vehicles used to take and it has 
not been necessary to increase the labour force, 


The Pakamatic machine operating in Callington continues to 
give satisfactory service and during the year a new Shelklvoke 
and Drewry Fore and Aft Tipper was acquired to deal with refuse 
in the southern area where in the past the older type lorry was 
unable to negotiate the narrow and winding streets, This came 
into services late in the year but has made an immense 
contribution to the hygienic collection and handling of material 
and solvesmost of the difficulties which have existed in Kingsand 
and Cawsand for years. Furthermore its increased carrying 
capacity has reduced travelling with the resultant saving in 
time and fuel consumption, 


The old lorry taken out of service in the Callington area 
has been repaired and is now helping to streamline the 
collection service in the northern area, as mentioned last year, 
but even the demands on this are increasing and the time is not 
far distant when a further specialist machine will be needed 
particularly if the public demands insist that kerbside 
collection is out of date and ail refuse has to be collected 
from the back doors of each property. To undertake this 
service in a rural district such as St, Germans would mean the 
doubling up of lorries and labour force which although 
desirable is in my opinion unnecessary at present when the 
money can be spent on far more important and essential schemes, 


The disposal tips at Millbrook, Trewin and St. Germans 
have been well maintained during the year and no serious 
complaint has been received about either, 


At Drakewalls, where filling is still continuing, 
residents nearby have from to time called attention to a 
number of difficulties but bearing in mind the good work that 
is being done in the filling of this dangerous mine shaft 
they have been very tolerant and within two years it is 
anticipated that tipping will have ceased leaving no cause 
for further complaint, 


At Callington consideration has had to be given to the 
acquisition of further land at Target and allowance is being 
made in next yearts estimates for the provision of a culvert 
through the site to facilitate the covering over of the stream 
which will vastly increase the tipping space and enable far 
more efficient maintenance of the dump to be undertaken, 
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The holiday season once again has produced its problems 
with litter but with the co-operation of the County Highways 
Department the general appearance of the roads, laybyes and 
streets in the area were I think maintained to a satisfactory 
state without serious nuisance or objection arising. 


HOUSING 


Owing to the need to curb capital expenditure the Council's 
building programme was retarded and during the year only four 
bungalows were completed, these being at Moorland Way, Delaware, 
However future schemes include eight bungalows at Gunnislake 
approved to be commenced in January, 1967 with four flats to 
follow at Tideford, together with eight houses in West Street, 
Millbrook and twelve at Church Hill, Calstock, 


The total number of houses now owned by the Council is 681 
and by the end of next year this figure will it is anticipated 
exceed 700, 


Private enterprise has once again made a very substantial 
contribution, 74 houses being completed with a further 73 under 
construction showing an appreciable increase over previous years 
with the main centres of building at Callington, Metherell and 
Harrowbarrow., it is already apparent that the rate of building 
will increase as is borne out by plans submitted for approval 
involving a layout of some 200 houses at St. Germans, with other 
sites at Crafthole, Portwrinkle, Miilbrook and Downderry. Such 
large scale development brings with it numerous problems in 
regard to existing services and in the end will eventually lead 
to capital expenditure being incurred in enlarging and improving 
sewage disposal systems which are rapidly becoming overloaded, 


Despite further restrictions on borrowing the Council gave 
mortgage assistance on 18 properties which was exactly fifty 
per cent of the number agreed in 1965. 


Once again the owners of older dwellings in the district 
were encouraged to improve their properties by way of grants 
and work to the value of £4,146 was approved in respect of 12 
discretionary grants, in addition to which 29 standard grants 
were also approved, By making this money available the Council 
facilitated the reconditioning of many cottages which would 
otherwise in the near future be condemned, thus easing the 
burden on the Councilts housing programme, and at the same time 
preserving the appearance of the most attractive villages in 
the district which would otherwise gradually decay and 
disappear through lack of adequate maintenance, 


Obligations under the housing acts have been vigorously 
prusued resulting in the making of 16 demolition orders, 5 of 
which were implemented, 2 closing orders and the acceptance of 
19 undertakings to render properties fit, 7 properties being 
made so during the year, to which must be added 2 more dealt 
with under section 9 of the Housing Act, 


The Gunnislake and Millbrook Clearance areas were approved 
and with the provision of new housing schemes already under 
construction no doubt a start will soon be made on demolition 
with a view to site redevelopment late next year, Plans of 
these schemes are already the subject of discussion between 
the Council's officers, the County Planning Department and the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government. 
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MEAT AND OTHER FOODS, 


The figures for the year under review reveal that whilst 
the throughput of bovine animals remains virtually constant 
there has been a very marked fall in the throughput of lambs 
in fact 39 per cent of the figures for 1964, and to a lesser 
degree in pigs, approximately 82 per cent of the figures for 
1964, This decrease is due in part directly to skilled labour 
shortage in the slaughterhouses in the district leading to a 
percentage of the animals being slaughtered at Liskeard, and 
partly due I am told to increased exports to France and other 
Common Market countries which caused trade with the London meat 
market to be unprofitable. 


The trends in meat condemned are of some interest and the 
figure for Cysticercosis (tape worm) remains the same and indicates 
that this desease which reappeared during the war has not yet 
been entirely eradicated, although the figure is very small, 


A number of casualty animals have been inspected, parts 
of which have been condemned for various pathological and 
parasitic conditions as well as other reasons making the 
carcases unfit for food. 


Tuberculosis found in the heads of pigs inspected is very 
small. More serious is the number of bovine livers condemned 
which represents a not inconsiderable loss of valuable food to 
the community. The principal reason for condemnation is the 
liver fluke, 
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Regular inspections of foodstuffs and food premises were 
carried out throughout the area and in general with a very few 
exceptions standards in regard to food handling and hygiene 
have been well maintained and the co-operation of the 
occupiers has been most helpful to the Council in the 
performance of these duties, particularly in cases where there 
have been any infringements of the law. 


A further five premises were registered under the Food and 
Drugs 4Act following applications to store and sell ice cream 
and other licences issued for renewal as hitherto, 


CAMPING SITES AND MOVEABLE DWELLINGS, 


During the year under review routine inspections were 
carried out and regular samples of domestic water supplies were 
taken for analysis as a precautionary measure, all such samples 
receiving a satisfactory report from the Public Heaith 
laboratory. 


Particular attention has been paid to swimming baths and 
here again samples have been taken which indicate the need for 
improved methods of chlorination, a matter which is receiving 
the active attention of the Council's officers, 


Another matter of importance which has been under 
constant scrutiny is the method of sewage disposal and the 
Quality of the effluent, 
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Particular attention will have to be paid in future to 
sites which are being used for residential all-—the-year-—round 
occupation, such sites being at Notter Bridge, Downderry, 
Treragin and Honicombe, Without exception at present these 
sites are being managed on satisfactory lines but it is 
already apparent that the type of individuals who resort to 
these sites, particularly in the winter months, are somewhat 
less desirable than summer occupants and unless a very strict 
control is exercised conditions could deteriorate to the point 
where they become a housing problem to the Council, This has 
happened in the past, particularly after the war years, and in 
no case should a residential licence be granted on a permanent 
basis, There should be the closest collaboration with the 
Planning Authority so that any planning consent given can be 
reconsidered from time to time and if the site becomes a problem 
then the planning permission and site licence can automatically 
be terminated, This is the system which with the exception of 
Treragin operates at the present time and it is hoped that the 
Council will continue to support it in the future. 


LIFE SAVING ON HOLIDAY BEACHES, 


Once again it is pleasing to report that there were no 
bathing fatalities during the year under review and there is 
no doubt that the two life saving clubs under the control of 
The Whitsand Bay Surf Life Saving Association and H.M.5. 
Raleigh operating from Tregonhawke and Tregantle beaches 
have played a very large part in bringing this about, The 
Council have provided all the necessary equipment and 
maintain same to the necessary standard, and both teams have 
once again intimated that they are “willing to continue the 
patrol next season. 
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APPENDIX 2 


PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF DEATH ~ ALL AGES = 1.966 
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DISEASE GERMANS LISKEARD SALTASH TORPOINT LISKEARD LOOH HEALTH AREA 
RD. RD. ‘ MB. Baus M.B. U.D. + NO 7. 


Heart disease 79 56 L5 23 38 Qh 265 
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Stroke 16 Lg a5 9 iy 8 102 
Respiratory 
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Circulatory 
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“._E GROUP PERSONS 
O-— 4 YEARS * “ 
5 = 1, YEARS ~ af 1 
15 ~ 2) YEARS a = 1 
25 = 4) YEARS 1 1 2 
45 = 64 YEARS 1 5 6 
65 YHARS AND OVER 5 vi S 
8 8 16 
MALES FEMALES PERSONS 
NEW CASE RATE PER 
1.,000 OF POPULATION 0.16 0.16 0,32 


DISTRICT NEW CASES ALL KNOWN CASES DEATHS 
ST, GERMANS R.D. 0,28 2.54. oo 
LISKEARD R.D. 0.15 2,68 ~ 
SALTASH MB. 0.2 2.30 0,12 
TORPOINT U.D, eo) 3,07 - 
LISKEARD M.B. 0,85 57k 0.43 
LOOE U.D. 0.50 be 7h ae 
HEALTH AREA. NO. 7. 0,32 3.07 0.06 
CORNWALL COUNTY 0,25 3.4.8 0,04 
APPENDIX 5, 

CANCER Oi LUNG BRONCHUS 
DEATHS BY AGE GROUPS — 1966 
AGE GROUP MALES FEMALES PERSONS 

35 -— 44 YEARS - 1 uf 

45 =~ 54 YEARS a - 1, 

55 = 6). YEARS 9 ft 10 

65 = 7h YEARS 8 1 9 

75 AND OVER 3 - a 

DEATH RATE PER 1,000 OF POPULATION ~ 1966 
MALES FEMALES PERSONS 
HEALTH AREA NO. 7. 0.4.08 0,058 0.466 
CORNWALL COUNTY 0.399 0.088 0.4.87 


ENGLAND AND WALES 0.470 0.092 0.562 
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FACTORIES ACT, 1961. 
This table is enclosed by a request of the Minister of Labour to 
indicate to Medical Officers of Health the prescribed particulars 
which are required by section 153(1) of the Factories Act 1961, 
to be furnished in their Annual Reports with respect to matters 
under Parts I and VIII of that Act which are administergd by the 
District Council, This table, which is not intended to supersede 
the fuller statement which is desirable in the text of the Report 
should be attached as an annex to the Report, 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH 
IN RESPECT OF TH® YEAR 1966 FOR 
THE RURAL DISTRICT OF ST. GERMANS IN THE 
COUNTY OF CORNWALL. 


Prescribed Particulars on the Administration 
of the Factories Act, 1961, 


PART I OF THE ACT, 


1. INSPECTIONS for purposes of provisions as to health (including 
inspections made by Public Health Inspectors). 
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(ii) Factories not 
included in (i) 
in which sec, 7 
is enforced by the 
Local Authority 
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(iii) Other Premises in | 
which sec, 7 is | 
enforced by the 
Local Authority 
(excluding 

out—workers! 
premises, ) 
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2e Cases in which DEFECTS were found 
(If defects are discovered at the premises on two, three or 
more separate occasions they should be reckoned as two, three 


or more "cases" ) 


| Number of cases in which defects | No. of cases | 
were found alah in which |; 
Referred prosecutions | 
Particulars Toute y sees be ny Ub, i. | were 
| ote Remedied|Inspector | Inspector | instituted 
35) | (2) (3) CT) (5) (6) 
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Paes OF THE ACT, 


Outwork 


(Sections 133 and 134) 


No Out-workers are employed 
in the 


St. Germans Rural District, 
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